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and dates of composition of the books of the New Testament
wide room for differences of opinion still remains. And yet
amid all the fluctuations of opinion, there are certain con-
clusions which having passed through the scientific crucible of
the Higher Criticism are now pretty universally agreed upon,
and may be regarded as definitely and finally settled. The
first is that our present Synoptics, Matthew, Mark, and Luke,
are not original documents, but are compounded in various
ways and degrees of at least two kinds of sources, now lost,
namely, biographical narrative of the life of Jesus, and
collections of his sayings, or logia as they are called. Mark,
which contains little of the logia, and which cbaws part of its
account perhaps from Peter himself, gives us probably the most
trustworthy narrative as, indeed, it is the earliest, the simplest,
and the most free from bias. In Matthew and Luke, again^
which have many logia, and which are elaborations of Mark
or of the unknown sources from which Mark in part drew, the
materials are mixed in such a way as to best suit the different
sections of the Early Church with which their authors were
most in sympathy, namely the Jewish and the Gentile churches
respectively. On these points the Higher Criticism is, on the
whole, unanimous, but the critical dissection of these Gospels,
with the object of explaining special references in each of them,
has so grown under the patient and painstaking investigations
successively of Hilgenfeld, Weisse, Holtzmann, Lipsius,
Wernle, Abbott, Schmiedel, and others, as to have attained
the proportions of a genealogical tree; so that, what with the
* borrowing hypothesis,' the * two-source hypothesis," the
' Ebionite redaction/ the 'Apostolic source/ the * little
Apocalypse/ and other ' subsidiary sources/ the simple-minded
reader who comes fresh to these Gospels for the first time
little suspects the wide , diversity of ancestry through which
they had passed before they reached their present form- As
for the Fourth Gospel, again, the unknown author of which
has worked over the Synoptics in the interest of an abstract